io8          CHINESE MEDIAEVAL TRAVELLERS.
would be hindered; but on the ist of the seventh month (August 2) the heavens suddenly cleared up, and all were much gratified. When the coffin was opened, the appearance of the master was the same as he had showed in his life. During three days people came from far and near, princes, officers, and others, more than ten thousand. All were astonished at this wonder and laid their hands on their foreheads. The funeral ceremonies continued three days.
On the 8th of the seventh month (August 9), at eight o'clock in the morning, at first black cranes flew past from the south-west, then followed white cranes.278 The people looked at them with astonishment. On the gth at midnight was the last funeral service, after which the mortal remains (literally, the exuviae of the immortal part of man) of the master were buried in the monastery. This monastery received the name Po y&n Jcu&n (the Monastery of the White Clouds).279
2"8 The TaoiHts con&ider cranes and storks as the birds of sainted and immortal men On cranes the Taoints who have attained perfection are said to soar up to heaven The Chinese white crane is the beautiful (fry* montigncsia* It is of large size and of a splendid white colour. Only the neck and some feathers of the wings are black. M. Polo (i. 286) spenks of five different cranew found m those tracts. One of them is all white, and is the bxgge&t of all, &c
270 This Taoiht monastery, Po yun fcuan, axibts still, west of Peking, one li west of the Si pien men gate. It is still, as Palladius states, the first Taoiflt monastery in China, In the principal temple, where the remains of Ch'ang ch'un repose, there is a statue representing the sage. In another temple we find his statue again, and those of six of his disciples. A third temple contains the statues of his eighteen companions of travel. On the 19th of the first month, the birthday of Ch'ang ch'un is celebrated every year in the Po yun kuan, and the people of Peking repair in great numbers to this place.